
Region I EMS Advisory Council Meeting 
October 21, 2021 

The Region I EMS Advisory Council Meeting was held virtually on October 21, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. Members on the call 
included: Elizabeth Wooster, Wayne Tiemersma, Doug Beitzel, Kathy Condor, Rick Devore, Al Ward, Vince Pyle, Alison 
Robinson, Diane Lee, Chris Biggs, Jonathan Dayton, Justin Orendorf, and Dwayne Kitis. 

The meeting was called to order by Elizabeth Wooster at 7:00 p.m. 

Approval of July 15, 2021 Minutes 
The minutes were reviewed and approved as written. 

Welcome Guests 
Dr. Delbridge, Dr. Chizmar, Cyndy Wight Johnson, Alex Kelly from MIEMSS; Pam Jenkins, Chrissy Lechliter, UPMC Western 
Maryland; Scott Whetsell, and Paul Harman. 

President's Report - Elizabeth Wooster 

Elizabeth informed the members that this would be her last meeting, and that it was an honor and pleasure to serve on the 
Council. She is moving to a new job in December. 

Committee Reports 
Prehaspital Care System - A meeting was held on September 27; attending were Dr. Shafiei, Vince Pyle, Wayne Tiemersma, 
Elizabeth Wooster, Doug Beitzel, Alex Kelly, and Dwayne Kitis. 

• Discussion was held on the issues involved with handling of regional responses for mutual aid to out-of-state areas.
• The recent "Diversion" at UPMC Western Maryland was also discussed; Alert policy for Maryland was reviewed.

Quality Improvement - No Report 

Bylaws/Membership - Vote was taken to approve the attached Council membership list; it passed unanimously. 

ALS Advisory Committee / Garrett College - Doug Beitzel 
• An update on ALS training in the Region was provided, please see attachment.

Region 1 Emergency Services Education Council. Inc. - Dwayne Kitis 
• The Miltenberger Seminar will be held in person at Rocky Gap next year; committee is working on filling the class

schedule at this time.

Garrett County Activities 
Garrett Regional Medical Center - No report 

Garrett County Emergency Management / ESB / EMS - Wayne Tiemersma 
• COVID 19 cases remain high in the area and cardiac arrests have also been higher the past two months. The

County is also monitoring the increase in opioid deaths in the area.
• The EOC is now functional.
• Ambulance inspections were last week; Northern Rescue is still working on some issues that were found.
• Communication concerns with our operations and SYSCOM will be discussed at next Chiefs meeting.

Wayne also gave an update on SEMSAC: 
• MIH education curriculum is approved for rollout across the state; delivery in January by virtual means.
• Direct Triage Protocol was approved as Optional Protocol for Jurisdictions.

Garrett County Communications - Justin Orendorf 
• There are some staffing shortages at 911 Center; there are a few new people in training now.
• A WV siren radio was added at the Thayerville tower site to give more interoperability with WV in the Dispatch

Center, also some helo channels were added to assist with communications with STAT and Healthnet helicopters.
• Garrett Regional Medical Center added a BA system in the Emergency Room to increase the 700 system there.
• The County is working with the Board of Education with a grant that will outfit busses and schools with 700

megahertz radios to improve their radio situation as well.
• All PPE has been moved to the EOC now; have a large supply of gowns, if anyone needs some.
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