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\ Field Notes

We all know it, and we hear it re-
peatedly—trauma is a surgical disease.
And half of all trauma deaths occur
within a few minutes of the accident.

The overwhelming majority of this
tragic and unnecessary loss of life results
from motor vehicle crashes. The real
tragedy is the fact that so many of these
deaths and injuries could be prevented
by the use of occupant protection de-
vices that currently exist, such as safety
belts and motorcycle helmets.

Despite years of availability and
huge campaigns to promote voluntary
use of safety belts, fewer than 10 percent
of those involved in serious crashes are
wearing belts. The Maryland State
Police consistently report that approxi-
mately half of the persons killed in traffic
accidents who were riding inside of
motor vehicles would have probably
lived if they had been buckled up.

Belts, like helmets, have been re-
peatedly referred to as a freedom of
choice issue and everyone knows the
resulting cost to society is enormous be-

By William E. Clark, State EMS Director

cause of the lack of utilization of oc-
cupant protection devices.

Some time in the future [ believe we
will see automatic protective devices in
all motor vehicles. In the meantime, the
carnage on our nation’s highways con-
tinues.

Let's consider this freedom of
choice issue. Should there be a choice? |
don’t believe so because if this point of
view is valid then why do we have such
things as speed limits, traffic lights,
driver’s licenses, and so forth?

Nationally, the trend is toward
mandatory use laws that require the oc-
cupants of motor vehicles to buckle up.
Here in Maryland, previous attempts to
enact such legislation have met stiff
resistance.

This year, Senate Bill 15 has been
prefiled with the General Assembly call-
ing for the enactment of mandatory seat
belt usage. Senator Barbara A. Hoffman
(D, 42nd, Baltimore City), who is the
principal sponsor of SB15, said that
“motor vehicle trauma is second only to

cancer in economic burden to society.”
Senator Hoffman is also quick to point
out that “‘as tragic as these motor vehicle
deaths are, they constitute the smaller
part of the problem in terms of lost pro-
ductivity, medical and rehabilitation
costs, and overall societal burden when
compared to nonfatal trauma.”

SB15 has passed Committee and
will now go to the floor of the Senate.
However, observers of the Annapolis
scene predict that resistance will come
from the House side, specifically the
House Judiciary Committee.

Now is the time to let your voice be
heard on this vital issue. As a Maryland
citizen, | ask you all to take pen and
paper in hand and write to Delegate
Elmer F. Hagner, Room 212, House Of-
fice Building, Annapolis, MD 21401.

Please, don’t delay. Your voice is
important. Let's not be passive about
this issue, because the tragedy we see
every day can be prevented. Don’t be
among the silent majority. Speak out
today to help save human life.
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